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publican party, with which he had been identi-
fied almost from its birth, and in which he had
attained a position of leadership, was a dra-
matic event fraught with results little under-
stood at the time and for many years there-
after. His own political experience had
brought home to him the fact that the Repub-
lican party had ceased to be one of high ideals,
whose interests were primarily for the people.
Partisanship, office-seeking, and corruption had
replaced the self sacrifice and devotion of
earlier years. Especially was it true that cor-
poration and financial interests seemed to be
more and more in evidence. The fight for pro-
hibition had apparently been largely won when
the party adopted the policy omcially in its
platform of 1877, and Weaver himself seems to
have been satisfied for he urged the extremists
to be reasonable.

He had been giving careful attention and
study to currency and financial problems for
several years. These questions had attracted
popular interest through the fall in the price of
silver and because of the controversies over the
resumption of specie payments. The formation
of a Greenback party in 1876 was the result of
the failure of the two great parties to satisfy
the demands of those who were opposed to the
demonetization of silver, and who favored the
continued use of greenbacks. Both Hayes and